
UNHCR COVID 
financial 

assistance to 
11,339 

households

Food 
assistance 

amount 
increased to 
70,000 LBP

MPC/MCAP* 
amount 

increase to 
400,000 LBP

Mass protests 
begin, resulting 

in movement 
restrictions and 
road blockages

* MPC/MCAP relates to WFP and UNHCR’s multi-purpose cash programmes for Syrian refugees.

10-Oct-19

2019 2020
Apr May

Refugees were 
restricted to 

withdraw from 
10 ATMs (down 
from 37 ATMs)

1-Feb-20

COVID-19 
restrictions and 

lockdown 
begins

16-Mar-20 14-Apr-20

Over 1,000 
cases of 

COVID-19 in 
Lebanon

Food 
assistance 

amount 
increased to 
60,000 LBP

21-May-20 5-Jun-20

The Food Price 
Index 

registered 
inflation at 

336.2% (July 
2019-July 2020)

1-Jul-20

MPC/MCAP* 
only accessible 

in LBP, no 
longer in USD 

at ATMs

1-Jan-20

First COVID-19 
case identified

21-Feb-20

Food 
assistance 

amount 
increased from 
40,500 LBP to 

50,000 LBP

05-Apr-20

MPC/MCAP* 
amount 

increase from 
260,000 to 

320,000 LBP

UNHCR COVID 
financial assistance 

begins for 4 months 
at 320,000 LBP

to 11,

Increase in 
MPC/MCAP* 
beneficiaries 

from 54,866 to 
83,959 

households

Black market 
value of LBP 1 
USD = 5,000 

LBP

Increase in 
MPC/MCAP* 
beneficiaries

to 92,546 
households

05-May-20 1-Jun-20

Black market 
value of LBP 
halves to 1 

USD = 3,020 
LBP

11-Jun-20 5-Jul-20

22-Jul-20
1-Aug-20

4-Aug-20

2-Jul-20

Black 
market 

value of LBP 
peaks at 1 

USD = 9,800 
LBP

Lebanon 
reaches 

hyper-inflatio
n (inflation 

exceeds 50% 
per month)

Explosion in 
Beirut Port

LBP stabilies 
to between 1 

USD = 
6,500-8,500 

LBP
Oct Nov Dec Mar

FebJan Jun Jul Aug

PINNING DOWN MOVING TARGETS
Timeline of cash programme adaptations (October 2019 – July 2020)


